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PoBSibl* Location for Satellite Laancaiag Site in 
CoBBuniet China 


1. You are# o£ course# aware that the CK3& is interested, in a 
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25X6A 

First Secretary of the Sowiet itebassy, Mexico, said, with Soviet help, 
China is preparing to launch a satellite. Ttm Oeography Bivision of 
C®R, while studying possibilities for nissUe test ran^s in Coaaunist 
China, had ffloted that stated requira^nts for leUi launching sites 
and geographic factors togetiier reveal a pih^ble location at which 
the first so-called Chinese earth satellite might be launched. 

2. Soviet cooperation in iaunchins a "Chinese" earth satellite 
iato oi^it would be likely to include Soviet per«»ncl, Soviet 
taissiles, soviet launching e^ulpsent, and Soviet supporting equipment. 
A transplanted Sputnik my be expected to be propelled into orbit in 
tije sasae manner as were the three paevloua Soviet sputniks launched 

at lyiura Taei. 
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it-. Assuming tiiat the announced event is to he a single 
performance, Soviet cooperation probably would not iiuilt^ the con- 
struction of a permanent ICBM launching base. Instead, a Soviet 
mobile train developed for the operational deployment of ICIM aissiles 
fiiight be \ised. It is estimated that a Soviet ICSI mobile train would 
be capable of transporting 70 to 110-foot long missiles, possibly 
four or more large and heavy 60 -foot liquid oxygen transporters per 
missile, a number of tank cars of liquid fuels, as many as 10 or 13 
power generator cars weighing as much as 113 tons each, and an 
indeterminate number of cars for personnel and other support. In 
only one area of China proper can a Soviet specialised train move 
into the country <m Soviet wide-gauge tracks. Beyond the gauge-change 
points at Manchouii or Sui-fen ho, a mobile launching-Cain would have 
to be adapted to standard gauge, or the equipment on the train would 
have to be transferred to Chinese rolling stock. Bven if this were 
done, moveront of the heavy launch tog train over tow capacity stretches 
of Chinese track would be a difficult task. On the newly -completed 
Trans-Mongolian railroad, however, the gauge change at Chi-nlng is 
well within the Chinese border. 

5, Reasonably level terrain would be isecessary for the develop- 
ment of rail spurs to service the satellite launching area and the 
BObile launching train and tor Inatollatinn ot ground support 
tles. The steppes of Inner Mongolia north of Peiping neet the 
terrain reiuire^nts - they ere level to roUlng, short-grass covered 

plains. 
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6. tim to ^ fopOatioa .ia the viciaity of the laench 

site ia witMii a radius of 25 «ila» «d for ua evea greater 

distimce arouad tiae aiseile booster Ir-paet area — ab<»it 2^ to 46o 
B.iles daenrang.e. e«st of a iise conmotiog iiarhin, PeipiBg, 

aad Ch»eng^feu geaeraJOy appear to fee too popuiated to peraiit Vm 
r^selle iauachiags. In order to conform to est^isfeed, Soriet ia- 
strui^tatlou in the northeast, it i« profeabl® ihst the “Chii«se“ 
satellite uould fee imiae.feed in a nort.i'^terly direction, ffee fea»«rd 
of a missile booster impact rales oat poseifele launch «reas in 
northern Manchuria. The booster liq?aot area of a iamching frcaa the 
Clii-niaK — P*aiig-chiaiiB area, o» the other hand, would fall in 
sparsely pc^pulated areas. 

7. Other lamching criteria show siiailar locational indications. 
LOW precipitation and sind speeds in the CM-ning area are advantageous 
for Munching operations. Wirelii^ facilities along the ’Erans-Moogolian 
railroad are amil^ie for cc«sunications. links between Peiping and the 
site, as well as fcnr instruawntation sx^port between the site, 

Bian Ude and down-range instruseatation points to the asnrtheast. 

M hoc radio cowBJalcations arrangsmeats, of course, sight \mlX 
supplcmnt the Isad-iine IJito. Security precautions would also fee 
.«re. easily enforced, while at the same time the location n«ains 
relatively aecesslfele fr« Peiping - a little more than 200 air-miles 

away. 

3. The estloated operati<»ial reqpirfi^nts of a aoviet-sponsored 
Chinese earth sateUite missile Msocaing within the maEt f ew months. 
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eonsiiiered in association with the invariahles of Chinese geography > 
suggest the strtsig possihility of a latanching in the Moagolian steppe 
northwest of Peiping. Aside froa the propaganda benefits to the Bloc 
of a surcessf\il satellite launching frc® this location. Western 
leaders sight obtain firm evidence of Soviet capability to utilise 


mobile trains for the operaticsaal deployment of IC^Is. 


OTTO 1. GUTHE 
Assistant Director 
Research and Reports 


Snclosure : 

SuBanary Map of Cc^manist China, 
Terrain and Transportaticm, with 
overlay showing possible airea of 
sputnik launching (Bo. 25 ^ 59 » 1 - 57 ) 
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